500,000 Bibles for American Armed Forces
[CONTACT NAME]

[STORE NAME]

[PHONE NUMBER]

[E-MAIL ADDRESS]

[Insert store name here] Taking Part in 2009 Operation Worship Bibles for Troops Campaign 

Customers can come to the store and buy and sign a Bible that will be given to an active-duty member of the U. S Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps who is serving somewhere in the world

[CITY, STATE (DATE OF RELEASE)] Across the nation a new effort is underway to sign and send 500,000 Bibles to our troops by Christmas. The response of the American public has been overwhelmingly positive, and we are proud our community is doing its part in supporting this campaign. To support this effort, visit [INSERT NAME OF STORE], purchase a $4.99 camo-covered special edition Operation Worship Bible, write a personal message of thanks and encouragement to a soldier inside the front cover, and give it back to the retailer to be shipped to a member of the American military serving somewhere around the world. We are getting feedback that the personal messages inscribed by individual Americans, expressing their prayers and gratitude, are a great blessing to the soldiers receiving these Bibles 
There are now four Operation Worship editions available, one for each branch of the United States military. Each edition will bear the distinctive camouflage binding of the branch for which it is intended: the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, or the Marine Corps. The Operation Worship Bible features the New Living Translation text, which makes the truth of Scripture clear for today’s readers. 
 Look for the Operation Worship display at participating Christian bookstores across the country—including [NAME AND LOCATION OF YOUR STORE]. You will be joining hundreds of thousands of caring Americans in an important ministry to our troops. 
“What better impact can you have on a soldier than to provide them with the Word of God?” said Jeff Hilliard, cofounder of Open Window Foundation and Operation Worship, a national not-for-profit ministry whose mission is to enrich the spiritual lives of military personnel. “No matter how we feel about the war, our soldiers need our support. This is an incredible way for ordinary Americans to support our soldiers in a personal and meaningful way.” 

“Soldiers continue to ask for Bibles in the field,” Hilliard said. “One chaplain I talked to estimated that out of 40 soldiers attending a field church service from the back of a Humvee, only 2 to 5 of them will have a Bible. There is a great need.” When Bibles are made available, he reports, they are eagerly received by soldiers—many of whom are confronting some of the toughest challenges of their lives. 

Each special edition Operation Worship Bible includes lined note pages at the front for a personal handwritten message, along with warm words of support from retired Army Chaplain Steven R. Young; a brief introduction to the Bible for those who are encountering its truth for the first time; a topical reference listing; and the complete NLT text, the most readable and understandable Bible translation available today.

Media outlets needing more information or requesting an interview with Jeff Hilliard, founder of Operation Worship, can contact him at info@operationworship.com. Those wishing to contact Bill Anderson, president of CBA, the association for Christian retailers, may do so through Marjorie Koval at mkoval@cbaonline.org.  
Additional information is available from the Operation Worship Web site:  www.operationworship.com
